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Dear friends,
thank you very much for the invitation.
It is impossible for me to outline the future activities of the Council of Europe in the coming years. I
deeply hope that St Mary Mother of God will support our activity.
As a result of our common battles in the recent years (family as a factor of social cohesion, conscientious
objection, fight against poverty, importance of volunteering, protection of Christian minorities in the Middle
East), the importance of our political activity has increased: we have gained a wide public acknowledgement,
both as a political force and as a Christian Catholic inspired NGO.
We would like introduce three themes in the coming years: the first is certainly birth support, the second
is life promotion from conception and the third is the prohibition to abort down syndrome children.
I can not hide the dangers, more or less urgent, concerning the debate on “Living will” and the eugenic
selection of embryos. Eugenics and euthanasia are two challenges we will have to face openly within the
institutions and in the European arena.
An issue which has always been crucial and dear to us is the protection of the family based on marriage
between a man and a woman as a factor of social cohesion and growth. We consider it to be the natural and
fundamental unit of society and a irreplaceable social institution.
In this respect, I think that it is necessary to change the way we work in order to increase our
effectiveness in the promotion of family and life. First of all, we should identify a “road map” to follow and
individual battles to be proposed and won in the coming years.
We all know very well how ONGs work, therefore we should intelligently imitate their coordination and
effectiveness.
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We can not assume that the EPP and the European Christian Democrats win their good battles, nor can
we expect that our ideas prevail within the EPP if only very few young people of the Catholic and Christian civil
society choose to engage in politics. We all know how crucial the political choice is in national Parliaments and
at the international level.
To conclude, I would like to mention three important aspects to be taken into consideration:
we should all support our excellent experts of Gregor Puppinck’s Centre, Profesionales por la Etica,
Roger Kiska, and provide them with collaborators in all the European countries;
our mass media network of friends should help us promoting our proposals, campaigns and victories;
we need to cooperate with Austin Ruse’s C-Fam, introduce it to our national Embassies and convince our
Ambassadors to cooperate with it.
I would like to remind you also the importance within the Council of Europe of cooperating with
Christian Orthodox, sometimes with Evangelical and Lutherans, but also with Muslim representatives who
share the same view on unborn life and family.
I hope we can work always better and more actively in order to support our values and win our battles.
Thank you very much for your attention.

Luca Volontè
President, EPP Group at PACE
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